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1st Quarter Regional 
Economic Situationer

The region’s economy was 
less productive during the 

first quarter of CY 2016 given 
the weaker performance of the 
agriculture sector.

Despite the slow down in 
agricultural production, however, 
the Cagayan Valley Region 
maintained its top rank in corn 
production and its second spot 
in palay production, contributing 
30.25 percent and 14.75 percent, 
respectively, of the total output 
in the country.

On other crops, aggregate 
production went up by 3.37 
percent from last year’s 
production. This was brought 
about by the substantial increase 
in cassava production given the 
crop shifting in several provinces, 
a high market demand, and  
the sustained assistance from 
private corporations and the 
government sector.

On the Industry and Services 
sector, key indicators recorded 
continuous expansion during 
the period: the Business 
Name Registration (BNR) of 
the Department of Trade and 
Industry posted a higher number 
of firms registered although 
total investments was down by 
0.55%.

The Cagayan Economic Zone 
Authority exhibited more locators 
in the Cagayan Special Economic 
Zone and Free Port (CSEZFP). 
Capital investment in the CSEZFP 
also increased by 35.10 percent 
from the investment at the end 
of CY 2015.

The tourism industry also 
reflected a positive performance 
given the increase in tourist 
arrivals by 18 percent. Meanwhile, 
the value of construction projects 
also expanded by 4.42 percent. 
Indicators on air transport, 
revenue collections, and crime 
statistics also revealed positive 
improvement.

Prices of basic goods and  
services measured by the 
inflation rate grew to 2.76 percent 
attributed to most commodities 
except for food. Majority of the 
non-food commodity groups also 

posted higher inflation during 
the period.

The region’s employment 
situation displayed a lower 
employment rate by 0.4 
percentage points compared 
to the same reference period 
of last year. There also remains 
the challenge to provide more 
quality jobs as more people  
look for more hours of work, 
reflecting an underemployment 
rate of 16.2 percent or higher by 
3.3 percent from last year’s 12.9 
percent. | ANGELICA A. UMOQUIT, 

NEDA RO2

MACROECONOMY

 Inflation rate at 2.76%
 Employment rate at 96.8%
 Unemployment rate up to 3.0%
 Underemployment rate up to 16.2% 

INDUSTRY AND SERVICES SECTOR

 BNR investments down by 0.55%
 CSEZFP investments at Php 19.73 Billion
 Tourist arrivals up by 18.0%
 Value of  construction up by 4.42%
 Revenue collections up by 13.44%
 Crime volume down by 14.33%

AGRICULTURE AND FISHERY SECTORS

 Palay production down by 10.46%
 Corn production down by 20.44%
 Fruit production down by 35.88%
 Vegetable and root crop production up by 37.39%
 Non-food and industrial commercial crops  
             production down by 1.06%
 Livestock production up by 0.6%
 Poultry production up by 0.8%
 Fisheries production up by 1.95%

Figures are based on year-on-year comparison 
between the first quarters of 2015 and 2016.
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An additional loan financing 
amounting to US $450 

Million is being requested by 
the Department of Agriculture 
(DA) for the Philippine Rural 
Development Project (PRDP), 
mainly to cater to the additional 
demand for rural infrastructure 
facilities.

According to DA Regional 
Executive Director Lucrecio 
R. Alviar, Jr., there has been a 
faster demand for infrastructure, 
majority of which are farm-to-
market roads (FMRs).

“This has resulted in the 
oversubscription of funds 
amounting to Php21.197 
Billion which is almost twice 
the project’s allocation for rural 
infrastructures,” Dir. Alviar 
reported in March during a 
special meeting of the Economic 
Development Committee (EDC), 
one of the sectoral committees 
of the Regional Development 
Council (RDC) 2.

After being endorsed by the EDC, 
the proposal was subsequently 
supported by the RDC 2 through 
a resolution passed during its joint 
meeting with the Regional Peace 
and Order Council (RPOC) 2 on 
June 23, 2016 at the DA Cagayan 
Valley Integrated Agricultural 
Laboratory in Tuguegarao City.

In her report during the joint 
meeting, EDC Vice Chairperson 
Atty. Ma. Esperanza C. Bañares, 
the Regional Director of the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry, said that the additional 
loan will defray the costs for 
infrastructure projects and for 
other prospective proposals along 
the same objective.

“This will address the 
oversubscription of rural 
infrastructure investments and 
operational expenses in excess of 
the total allocation,” stated Dir. 
Bañares.

Of the four components of 
the PRDP, infrastructure  
development (I-BUILD) received 
the biggest allocation of 67.32% 
from the USD $500 Million loan 
granted by the World Bank in 
2014. 

This was followed by the 
components on enterprise 
development (I-REAP), project 
support (I-SUPPORT), and local 
and national planning (I-PLAN).

“After its first year of 
implementation in all the 81 
provinces in the country, a total 
of 539 sub-projects have been 
generated for the I-BUILD 
component, 429 of which are 
FMRs,” reported Dir. Bañares.

Other sub-projects include 
bridges, communal irrigation 
systems, and other infrastructure 
facilities that support the value 
chain enterprise.

Thirty four of these sub-projects 
are in Region 2, 13 of which have 
already been approved and the 
remaining 21 are in the pipeline 
which covers 190 km of FMRs. 

“The additional loan will 
ensure continued commitment 
and uninterrupted project 
implementation through 
engagement with the municipal 
LGUs who have already been 
considered as eligible partners 
and direct implementers under 
the project’s revised institutional 
arrangements for LGUs,” the 
Director added. 

Expected to end by December 
2020, the six-year PRDP aims  
to increase the household incomes 
of farmer-beneficiaries to at least 
5% annually as well as the income 
of beneficiaries involved in 
enterprise development to 30%. 

It also targets a 7% increase in the 
value of annual marketed outputs 
and a 20% increase in the number 
of farmers and fishers who have 
improved access to DA services. | 
AYLASAM, NEDA RO2 (Photo Credit: www.

daprdp.net)

RDC 2 endorses 
request for 

additional $450 
Million for PRDP 

infra projects
The additional loan for the PRDP will pave way for the 
construction of more FMRs such as this, which  will create 
marketing opportunities for major commodities and will 
spur the development of the agriculture industry and 
other economic activities in the areas served by the FMRs. 
PHOTO CREDIT: http://www.daprdp.net
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Daily wage workers in 
Region 2 will get an 

increase in their daily wages 
effective May 15, 2016 
after the  approval of the 
Regional Tripartite Wages and 
Productivity Board (RTWPB).
 
Wage order no. RTWPB-II-17 
approved on April 22, 2016 has 
set the minimum wage rates for 
workers in the private sector in 
Region 2.
 
Republic Act No. 6727 mandates 
the RTWPB to determine and 
fix the minimum wage rates in 
their respective regions.
 
The RTWPB has last approved 
a wage increase in 2014 through 
wage order no. RTWPB-II-16 

CV workers get 
wage increase

increasing the wages of employees 
in retail/service establishments 
employing less than 10 workers.
 
Department of Labor and 
Employment Regional 
Director Atty. Sixto T.  
Rodriguez, the concurrent chair 
of the RTWPB, said that all 
employees in the private sector 
in the region will get an increase 
of PhP 45 per day for non-
agriculture, PhP 37 per day for 
agriculture, PhP 53 per day for 
retail/service establishments 
employing more than 10 workers, 
and PhP 31 per day for retail/
service establishments with not 
more than 10 employees.
 
This ensures that employees in the  
non- agriculture sector will 
get PhP 300 per day from the 
previous PhP 255 while those in 
the agriculture sector will get PhP 
280 per day from the previous 
PhP 243.

Meanwhile, workers in retail/
service establishments that 
have more than 10 employees 
will get PhP 300 per day  from 
the previous rate of PhP 247 
while those in establishments 
that employ not more than 10 
workers will get PhP 260 per 
day from PhP 229.
 
Dir. Rodriguez said that 
this increase will apply to all 
minimum wage workers and 
employees in the private sector 
in the region, regardless of 
position, designation, or status 
of employment.
 
“Excluded from the coverage of 
the wage order are persons in 
the personal service of another, 
including family drivers and 
workers of registered Barangay 
Micro-Business Enterprises 
with Certificates of Authority,” 
he said. | MERLITO G. EDALE, PIA 

RO2 (Photo Credit: www.freeppt.net)

In order to address the 
migration and development 

issues in the region, the  Regional 
Statistics Committee (RSC) 
approved the establishment of 
the subcommittee on migration 
concerns which will be chaired by 
the Commission on Population 
(POPCOM).

During the committee’s 2nd  
quarter business meeting in Ilagan 
City, Isabela, RSC Chairperson 
and NEDA Regional Director 
MaryAnne ER. Darauay, who also 
sits as the acting chairperson of the 
Regional Development Council 2, 

emphasized that these migration 
concerns are demographic in 
nature, hence the POPCOM, 
being the demographic arm of 
the region, will be most suitable 
to lead the subcommittee under 
the RSC.

The proposal for the creation  
of the subcommittee originated 
from the National Social 
Development Council (SDC) of 
the NEDA Board as it saw the need 
for a counterpart at the region to 
discuss issues on international 
migration and development as 
well as internal migration. 

RSC names POPCOM as chair of 
subcommittee on migration

“The membership of the national 
SDC can be replicated and 
applied to our subcommittee on 
migration, with the inclusion of 
the National Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples,” said Dir. 
Darauay.

The subcommittee is composed 
of the Overseas Workers Welfare 
Administration, Department 
of Education, Department of 
Health, Department of Finance, 
Department of the Interior and 
Local Government,  Department 
of Labor and Employment, 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development, Department 
of Environment and Natural 
Resources, National Youth 
Commission, Philippine Statistics 
Authority, and  NEDA. | PSA RO2 
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Various infrastructure projects 
in the provinces of Quirino 

and Nueva Vizcaya are expected 
to accelerate development in the 
countryside once completed. 

This was ascertained during the 
project visit on June 30 to July 
1 by members of the Project 
Monitoring Team of the Regional 
Project Monitoring Committee 
(RPMC).

The Quirino Water Sports and 
Tourism Complex (QWSTC) 
is expected to contribute a 10% 
share of the bulk of adventure 
tourists and sports enthusiasts 
from the national, regional and 
provincial markets.  

The first of its kind in the region, 
with its modern amenities and 
facilities, the project is expected 
to perform well financially in 
the tourism market, contributing 
roughly PhP 2 Billion returns to 
the provincial government by year 
2036.

The ongoing development within 
the complex includes the main 
pavilion, restaurant and infinity 
pool, wakeboarding deck, bath 
house, and hostel. These facilities 

Infra projects 
in Quirino, 
NV to boost 
countryside 
development 

are set to open in September this 
year in time for the Quirino Day 
celebration.

The Cabarroguis Regional 
Health unit (RHU) and Saguday 
RHU, both funded under the 
DOH-Health Facilities and 
Enhancement Program (HFEP), 
are expected to bring better health 
service delivery in the rural areas. 

The newly-rehabilitated 
Cabarroguis RHU, which now 
caters to outpatients, includes 
a newly-constructed garage, 
entrance shed, and perimeter 
fence. 

On the other hand, the conference 
hall inside the Saguday RHU 
will soon be a venue for fruitful 
discussions along the provision 
of health care services in the 
municipality.

The New Diadi Public Market, 
once completed, will create a 
better environment for local 
producers and market goers 
to exchange their goods and 
services. 

The public market is expected to 
serve around 22,000 people who 

currently go to the temporary 
public market of the municipality. 
The project, which is expected 
to be completed by August 10, 
2016, was made possible though 
the-Bottom-Up Budgeting (BUB) 
project of the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) for CY 2015.

Roads and bridges projects

Measuring more than 3  
kilometers, the access road project 
leading to the Lower Magat Eco-
Tourism (LMET) Park will provide 
a better and more convenient  
road facility around the Park. 

With the opening of the paved road 
in the park, more excursionists 
are expected to visit the park, 
which will eventually boost the 
tourism industry and will increase 
livelihood opportunities in the 
province. 

This road project is funded under 
the Convergence Program of the 
Department of Tourism and the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) for CY 
2015.

The concreting of the 8-km 
Kinacao-Kurasay-Kinalabasa 
Road in Bagabag, Nueva Vizcaya 
heralds the development of 
the pineapple industry of the 
province. 
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The Regional Project Monitoring 
Committee (RPMC) conducted 

a two-day visit to projects of three 
regional line agencies to validate 
their submitted field reports.

The  projects visited in Cagayan 
Province include those 
implemented by the Department 
of Labor and Employment (DOLE), 
Department of the Interior and 
Local Government (DILG), and the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR).

Chaired by NEDA Regional 
Director MaryAnne ER. Darauay, 
the RDC 2 Acting Chairperson, 
the RPMC conducts actual 
site visits not only to validate  
reports but also to solicit and  
address issues and concerns 
encountered during project 
implementation like delays in 
schedules.

The team first visited the flood 
control project in Claveria and a 
Negosyo sa Kariton (Nego-Kart)  
enterprise in Abulug. These projects 
are implemented by the DOLE 
under its Integrated Livelihood and 
Emergency Employment Program 
which has benefited 58 ambulant 
vendors in these areas. 

The barangay captain of 
Nagsabaran, Claveria, confirmed 
the benefits of the 300 mts rip-
rap constructed as a flood control 
mechanism in the river and said 
that similar projects could also 
protect the flood-prone barangays 
of Nagsabaran and Capannikian.

Meanwhile, the DILG support to 
Bottom-Up Budgeting Programs 

in Tuao and Claveria and the 
Sagana at Ligtas na Tubig sa Lahat 
(SALINTUBIG) program also in 
Tuao, Claveria, Allacapan, and 
Camalaniugan are also among the 
projects the team monitored.

The SALINTUBIG program in various 
municipalities in Cagayan was 
designed to supply water systems  
for waterless municipalities, 
barangays, health centers, and 
resettlement sites and to enhance 
the capacity of local government 
units (LGUs) in the planning, 
implementation, and operation of 
the project.

During the site visit, the team 
noted that some of these projects 
were delayed due to bad weather 
conditions.

According to the LGUs, one cause of 
the delay in the awarding and in the 
construction of the water system 
was the result of the geo-electrical 
resistivity survey.

The team also visited the  
PhP 34 Million Mechanized and 
Modernized DENR Forest Nursery 
in Lannig, Solana, which ensures 
the continuous production of 
high-quality planting materials. 
This is envisioned to help boost 
the implementation of the DENR's 
National Greening Program as  it can 
produce 12 million tree seedlings 
annually. 

With this facility, the region 
already produced a total of 800,000 
seedlings to include species suchg as 
mahogany, g-melina, pine tree, and 
fire tree, among others. | SUZETTE 

R. ADDURU, PIA RO2

Monitoring Committee 
validates projects of RLAs

The project will help pineapple 
growers and the people of the 
three barangays to transport 
farm products easier and will also 
provide access to more livelihood 
opportunities as well as basic 
social services. 

Expected to be completed 
by the first half of 2017, the 
project will soon serve a total 
of 966 households or 4,829 
residents of the three barangays. 
The project is funded under the 
Konkreto at Ayos na Lansangan 
at Daan Tungo sa Pangkalahatang 
Kaunlaran (KALSADA) Program 
of the DILG. The Provincial 
Government of Nueva Vizcaya 
shelled out PhP 17.71 Million 
as counterpart in the PhP 88.56-
Million project. 

Situated along Daang Maharlika, 
which is a major thoroughfare in 
the region, the San Luis Bridge  
will provide safer access to 
motorists. The project involves 
the reconstruction and widening 
of the San Luis Bridge with a net 
length of 24.62 ln.m. and budget 
of PhP33.0 Million. 

This project, which would link 
production areas to market 
centers in the area, is one of the 
identified projects under the 
Construction and Maintenance 
of Bridges along National Roads 
of the DPWH.

The road and bridge projects will 
result to better mobility of goods 
and services that will improve 
economic activities. 

The impacts of the newly-
completed and ongoing projects 
are very much appreciated by the 
beneficiaries as they would feel 
the economic gains in the years to 
come. | JOEL T. UNCIANO, NEDA RO2 

(Photo Credit: RDC 2)
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In a show of strong support to 
the move to have workplaces 

that are free from illegal drugs, 
some 17 heads of government 
agencies submitted themselves  
to a voluntary drug testing  
during the launching of the Drug-
Free Workplace Initiative of the 
Regional Development Council 
(RDC) 2 and the Regional Peace 
and Order Council (RPOC) 2.

Held on June 23, 2016 at the 
newly-constructed Cagayan 
Valley Integrated Agricultural 
Laboratory Building of the 
Department of Agriculture at the 
Regional Government Center, 
the launching was the highlight 
of the joint meeting of the RDC 
2 and the RPOC 2 for the second 
quarter of the year.

According to RDC 2 Acting Chair 
Dir. MaryAnne ER. Darauay, this 

initiative “is the strategy of both 
Councils to promote a safe and 
healthy working environment in 
each government office and in the 
entire public service in general.”

Aside from the 17 regional 
directors or assistant regional 
directors who voluntarily took the 
drug test, six of the twelve private 
sector representatives of the RDC 
2 also participated.

Dir. Darauay, the Regional 
Director of the NEDA Regional 
Office 2, added that the Drug-Free 
Workplace Initiative was borne 
out of the report presented by the 
Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency (PDEA) in March that 
the use of dangerous drugs is still 
very rampant in the region.

“It is very alarming to hear that 
almost one-fourth of the total 

2,311 barangays in the whole 
region is affected by the drug 
problem and that almost 1,800 
of our people are identified as 
drug personalities,” Dir. Darauay 
stated. 

With that report, the RDC 2 and 
the RPOC 2 recognized that the 
increasing use of illegal drugs and 
the nefarious trade of the same 
have significantly contributed to 
the incidences of heinous crimes 
in the region.

“It is for this reason that the RDC 
2 and the RPOC 2 are jointly 
reinforcing the presence of drug-
free workplaces in Region 2,” the 
RDC 2 Acting Chair averred. 

“We believe that by setting a good 
example for our colleagues in 
public service, we will be able to 
encourage and influence them to 

Region 2 gov’t 
executives take

Drug 
Test
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join us in the fight against illegal 
drugs,” she added.

Together with Dir. Darauay 
during the launching of the 
Drug-Free Workplace Initiative 
were RPOC 2 Head Secretariat 
and Department of the Interior 
and Local Government Regional 
Director John M. Castañeda and 
PDEA Regional Director Derrick 
Arnold C. Carreon.

“As called for by Republic Act 
No. 9165, the promotion of 
drug-free workplaces should be a 
nationwide program and should 
be adopted by both government 
and private sectors,” Dir. Carreon 
stated.

The Philippine National Police 
Crime Laboratory administered 
the drug testing to the members 
of the RDC 2 and the RPOC 2 
who expressed their voluntary 
commitment to it. | AYLASAM, 

NEDA RO2 (Photo Credit: RDC 2)

The Region 2 leaders who expressed their support during the launching of the Drug-Free Workplace 
Initiative on June 23, 2016, some of whom voluntarily took the drug test, included: (top row, L-R) 
PCSupt. Edison F. Lopez of the PNP Crime Lab, DTI RD Atty. Ma. Esperanza C. Bañares, PIA RD Purita 
S. Licas, PDEA RD Derrick Arnold C. Carreon, DOT RD Virgilio M. Maguigad, PSR Romeo S. Vasquez, 
DILG RD John M. Castañeda, PSR Elpidio T. Tortoza, DA RED Lucrecio R. Alviar, Jr., DepEd RD Estela 
L. Cariño, DTI ARD Ruben B. Diciano, PSR Sandy B. Changiwan, OCD RD Norma C. Talosig, and Jessie 
James Geronimo of PLGU-Isabela. 
(Front row, L-R) DPWH ARD Alexander D. Nola, Saguday Mayor Marcelina M. Pagbilao, Diffun Mayor 
Marlo S. Guillermo, RDC 2 Acting Chair and NEDA RD MaryAnne ER. Darauay, DENR ARD Wilfredo C. 
Malvar, Maddela Mayor Renato G. Ylanan, Aglipay Mayor Jerry T. Agsalda, Ysmael Atienza of PLGU-
Isabela, PSR Protacio D. Laguinday, PSR Romeo Q. Allam, DOLE ARD Elpidio B. Atal, Jr., PSR Corona 
C. Borja, and DSWD OIC-RD Ponciana P. Condoy.

During the 2nd quarter joint meeting of the RDC 2 and the RPOC 2, two cadet officers were 
given certificates of recognition for being among the 24 national awardees honored by the 
Philippine Army during its 119th Founding Anniversary on March 22, 2016. Cadet First Class 
Jestoni R. Kimpalong (3rd from L) and Cadet First Class Jenny Joy V. Tindaan (4th from L) were 
awarded as Philippine Army Best Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) Male and Female 
Cadets of the Year. Both student-cadets are from Saint Mary’s University in Bayombong, 
Nueva Vizcaya. Awarding the certificates to the two cadets were (L-R) PDEA RO2 RD Derrick 
Arnold C. Carreon, RPOC 2 Head Secretariat RD John M. Castañeda, PA BGen. James V. Jacob, 
and RDC 2 Acting Chair RD MaryAnne ER. Darauay.
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DA Dir. Lucrecio R. Alviar, Jr. (2nd  from 
left) together with (from L-R) DA Regional 

Technical Director for Operations Robert B. 
Olinares, Col. Francisco D. Millare of the 77 IB, 
5ID of PA, and Sister Bernadette Gawadeo of 

the Lunduyan Barangay Food Terminal Project 
in Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya during the 

ceremonial ribbon-cutting of the Regional 
Organic Agriculture Congress

RDC Linkage  April - June 2016

In support to Republic Act No. 
10068, otherwise known as 

the Organic Agriculture Act of 
2010 and the National Organic 
Agriculture Program (NOAP) 
2012-2016, the Department of 
Agriculture-Regional Field Office 
No. 2 (DA-RFO2) conducted a 
three-day regional congress on 
organic agriculture in Tuguegarao 
City from June 14 to 16, 2016 
at the state-of-the-art Cagayan 
Valley Integrated Agriculture 
Laboratory - the very first 
integrated agricultural laboratory 
in the Philippines.  

Said congress was conducted to 
provide a platform for sharing 
and learning about best practices 
in organic agriculture, including 
the technologies and marketing 
strategies.

DA-RFO2 Regional Executive 
Director Lucrecio R. Alviar, Jr. 
said that organic agriculture is the 
key to address hunger and attain 
food security. 

“It is a mechanism to increase farm 
productivity while protecting the 
environment," he quipped.

The congress was highlighted by an 
exhibit that showcased the various 

DA RFO 2 conducts Regional 
Agricultural Organic Congress

organic products of 
farmers in Region 2. 

Several best practices 
in organic farming 
were also shared, as 
well as the investment 
opportunities for 
organically grown 
products, for both 
domestic and 
international markets.

Dir. Alviar added that 
the congress is significant for the 
region given the rising demand 
for organic products.

He further said that learning more 
about new technologies and best 
practices in organic production 
would prepare the region in 
meeting the organic certification 
standards, which would broaden 
the region’s market edge and 
competitiveness.  

His conviction holds true  
especially so that DA Secretary 
Proceso J. Alcala issued a 
moratorium prohibiting the use 
of the term “organic” on  labels 
of products by farmers who were 
not able to secure a third party 
certification as of April 2016.  

The moratorium adds that these 
farmers will only be allowed to 
label their products as “chemical-
free” or “naturally grown”.

Given the low adoption of organic 
farming despite its demonstrated 
benefits, Dir. Alviar challenged 
all the stakeholders who were 
present during the opening of 
the regional congress to continue 
their information dissemination 

campaign until a higher degree of 
awareness is achieved

“We should work together to 
reach more farmers, to convince 
and push every farmer to embrace 
organic farming,” the Director 
averred.

The congress was well participated 
in by various agriculture 
stakeholders from the national/ 
regional line agencies, local 
government units, the academe, 
and the media.  

Organic agriculture practitioners 
and enthusiasts were also present, 
with Colonel Francisco D. Millare, 
Commanding Officer, 77IB, 
5ID of the Philippine Army, an 
outstanding advocate of organic 
agriculture, gracing the event. | 
FLORENDO T. IRIGAYEN, JR., NEDA RO2 

(Photo Credit: RDC 2)
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On May 2, 2016, President 
Benigno S. Aquino III 

formally opened the newly 
constructed Php639.89 million 
bridge project in Pamplona, 
Cagayan which connects  the 
Cagayan Valley Region with 
Region 1 and the Cordillera 
Administrative Region (CAR).

Pres. Aquino, who was 
accompanied by Secretary 
Rogelio Singson of the 
Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) and 
Secretary Mel Senen Sarmiento 
of the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government, unveiled 
the marker and spearheaded the 
inaugural drive along the bridge 

PNoy opens P639-M 
bridge in Pamplona

at barangay 
Masi, signaling 
the opening of 
the bridge for 
public use.

 The 489.90-linear meter bridge 
is expected to boost the local 
economy of the town and its 
neighboring towns as it provides 
a better infrastructure facility 
for farmers to transport their 
agricultural goods and products 
to any point of Regions I, II and 
CAR.

The president also inspected the 
old dilapidated Pamplona bridge 
to assess whether it can still be 
preserved for its historical value.

DPWH Regional Director Nerie 
Bueno said that the Sangguniang 
Panlalawigan members recently 
passed a resolution in a bid to 
restore the town's oldest bridge 
for its historical significance as 
it was built during the Japanese 
occupation about 50 years ago.

Dir. Bueno said the issue whether 
to demolish or to restore the old 
bridge has been elevated to higher 
authorities. | OLIVER T. BACCAY,  
PIA RO2 (Photo Credit: www.gov.ph)

In their thrust to render 
quality service and excellent 

management to their clients, the 
Department of Public Works and 
Highways  (DPHW) Regional 
Office 02 was recently certified 
compliant to the international 
standards set by the International 

DPWH RO2 now 
ISO 9001:2008 CERTIFIED

Organization for Standardization 
(ISO).

The awarding ceremonies was led 
by DPWH Secretary Rogelio L. 
Singson at the DPWH Central 
office in Manila. 

Regional Director 
Nerie D. Bueno 
said that having an 
ISO certification 
means that an 
agency or company 
strictly ensures that 
their management 
systems operate 
effectively as a 
guide for achieving 
their organizational 
performance goals, 
such as commitment 

to quality and excellent public 
service. 

“The conferment of the ISO 
9001:2008 certification is an 
affirmation that the Quality 
Management System being 
implemented by the office 
comprising inter-related processes 
are of international standards.”  
Director Bueno added. 

DPWH Regional Office 02 
and Isabela Second District 
Engineering Office were among the 
35 new offices that were awarded 
certification for the Department’s 
Quality Management System. 
ISO 9001:2008 Certification 
is an accreditation conducted 
by external certification bodies 
to ensure that an organization 
performs their inter-related 
processes with international 
standards. | DPWH RO2 (Photo Credit: 
DPWH RO2)
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The Department of Labor and 
Employment (DOLE), pursuant to its 

mandate to promote full employment, is 
strengthening its Government Internship 
Program (GIP) which gives young workers, 
especially the fresh college graduates,  
the opportunity to prepare, train, and 
immerse themselves in actual government 
service. 

“The GIP has been implemented since 
2012 and due to the growing demand, the 
government increased funding for it for 
the last two years,” DOLE Region 2 Regional 
Director Atty. Sixto T. Rodriguez said.

This program allows the fresh graduates 
to be exposed in government services  
for a minimum of three months and a 
maximum of six months with an allowance 

of Php 191 per day. After which, they can 
apply to various job vacancies.

“On our part at DOLE Region 2, we already 
have three regular employees coming from 
the GIP,” Atty. Rodriguez added.

“We have seen their potentials and 
dedication to public service when they 
were still interns and now, they are already 
officially part of DOLE,” he stated.

“Through the GIP, their skills are honed, 
their competencies and expertise are 
demonstrated, and at the same time they 
are earning,” the lawyer-director added.

They are paid 75% of the prevailing highest 
minimum wage in the region.

The GIP aims to provide young workers 
aged 18-30 years old the opportunity to 
demonstrate their talents and skills in 
public service with the ultimate objective 
for government agencies to attract the 
best and the brightest who want to pursue 
a career in the service. 

For 2016, as of April 15, 2016, at least 
1000 interns are already deployed to 
various government offices in the region. 
| KATRINA JOY C. UBIÑA & REGINALD B. 

ESTOCIO, DAR RO2

A total of 100 of the 426 
job applicants during the 

Independence Day Job Fair were 
hired on-the-spot as cashiers, 
service crews, human resource 
officers, management trainees, 
customer service representatives, 
and stock clerks. 

The Job Fair was conducted 
by the DOLE Region 2 at 
the Cagayan State University 
(CSU) - Andrews Campus on 
June 12, 2016.

“This is our way of celebrating 
the Philippine Indepencence 
Day in Region 2,” DOLE 
Region 2 Assistant Regional 
Director Elpidio B. Atal, Jr. said 
during the opening ceremony.

“While we are already liberated 
from foreign invaders, we 

100 job seekers acquire 
freedom from unemployment on 

Independence Day
are not yet totally free from the 
bondage of employment and 
poverty,” ARD Atal added.

He added  that “by having decent 
and productive jobs, workers can 
provide the basic needs of their 
family such as food, education, 
clothing, and shelter.

Of the jobs that were filled up on-
the-spot, about 94% was for local 
employment and the remaining 
6% covered overseas jobs.

Around 53% of the applicants 
were fresh college graduates aged 
22-23 years old.

Most of their preferred jobs were 
along customer service, business 
and finance, administrative or 
clerical work, and hotel and 
restaurant.

More so, female applicants 
at 62% outnumbered the 
males and 95% of them were 
college graduates. Based from 
interviews, majority of the 
applicants preferred local over 
overseas employment. 

The activity was a joint 
undertaking of DOLE  RO2, 
CSU, the Provincial Government 
of Cagayan, and the City 
Government of Tuguegarao. It 
was participated by 6 overseas 
recruitment agencies and 15 
local employers with about 
1,800 vacancies for professionals 
and skilled workers. | KATRINA JOY 

C. UBIÑA , DAR RO2
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The Department of Agrarian 
Reform (DAR) Region 02 

has begun the delivery of various 
non-farm enterprises to 11 
Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries 
Organizations (ARBOs) to boost 
their household income under 
the Agrarian Reform Community 
Connectivity and Economic 
Support Services (ARCCESS) 
project.

This amounts to Php 9,582,764.60 
worth of projects on rural 
business enterprises outside of 
farming such as business services, 
food processing, and livestock 
production.

These enterprises comprise the 
second batch of the ARCCESS 
project under its Agri-extension 
Services (AES) component.

According to Regional Director 
Atty. Marjorie P. Ayson, DAR 02 
shall complete the delivery of all 
the enterprise projects this year.

“The ARBOs themselves 
determined their own non-farm 
enterprises,” Dir. Ayson said. 

“The Sustainable Development 
Solutions (SDS), the official 
professional service provider for 
the AES, assessed the viability of 
each enterprise thoroughly,” the 
Director added.

In Cagayan, four ARBOs were 
recipients of goat production 
packages. These include the (1) 
MADUVIKA FMPC in Sta. 
Ana with 276 members which 
is expected to also receive a 
sheep production and vermi-
culture production package; (2) 
the United Christian MPC in 
Baggao with 63 members; (3) the 
DALAOIG MPC in Alcala which 
has also received an upgraded 
native pig production package; 
and (4) the SUNRISE MPC in 
Gattaran which has 259 members 
and which is known for its famous 
bugnay wine.

The other ARBO recipient in 
Cagayan is the MALASATCO in 
Rizal which is currently producing 
banana chips and banana vinegar 
with support given by DAR RO2. 
This ARBO was already awarded 
a sheep production business and 
will later receive a mini-grocery 
with mini-bakery package.

Except for  MADUVIKA FMPC, 
all the Cagayan ARBOs will 
also receive an upgraded native 
chicken production enterprise.

Four ARBOs in Isabela also 
qualified for the non-farm 
enterprise assistance. An electric 
sewing machine, a sari-sari store, 
and a mini-grocery will be given 
to the MASSIPI East Irrigators’ 

Association in Cabagan, the 
BARBUEDA Development 
Cooperative in Gamu, and the 
DEL PILAR MPC in Cabatuan, 
respectively.

Apart from this, these cooperatives 
will also be granted with goat 
production and sheep production 
packages each.

Meanwhile, the ARANAAR ARB 
MPC in Quirino, which is known 
in the region for its lemongrass 
soaps, has earlier received a sheep 
production package.

About 1,953 ARBs in Isabela will 
benefit from the success of these 
business enterprises.

In Batanes, DAR RO2 has 
completed the turnover of a fish 
processing center to Sumnanga 
Multipurpose Cooperative in 
Sabtang, which is expected to 
help 72 farmer-beneficiaries.

In Nueva Vizcaya, the Kasibu 
Farmers Development Coop is 
the lone recipient of the non-farm 
enterprise. Its 728 members will 
receive vermi-culture production, 
upgraded native chicken 
production, upgraded native 
swine production, and a sari-sari 
store with mini-bakery packages. 
| DANIELICAH S. CRUZ, DAR RO2 (Photo 

Credit: Hunter Goat Farm)

DAR 02 delivers 
P9.58M-worth of non-
farm enterprises to 

ARBs
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producers
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Garlic producers 
here can choose 
between the 
three schemes of 
assistance offered 
by the Provincial 

Government to intensify 
production.
 
Cesar Dorotheo Hostallero, 
provincial agriculturist, said 
the first scheme provides an 
opportunity for the farmers  
to be employed for two and  
a half months to produce garlic 
in an 800-square meter area  
and enjoy a 30 percent share  
while the remaining 70 percent 
will be for the provincial 
government.
 
The second scheme, he said, is 
called dispersal scheme where the 
farmers will return the equivalent 
volume of planting materials 
received from the government 
after harvest.

The Isabela 
P r o v i n c i a l 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction and 
M a n a g e m e n t 
C o u n c i l 

(PDRRMC) was  adjudged as 
this year’s Best PDRRMC for the 
National Gawad Kalasag awards.

The award was received by 
Governor Faustino G. Dy III 
during the 17th Annual Gawad 
Kalasag Awarding ceremonies in 
Pasig City in May.

The national DRRMC lauded 
the province for exemplifying 
an inclusive and participatory 
DRRM which was represented 
and supported by government, 
non-government and civil society 
organizations, business groups, 
and all other stakeholders.

The national council also cited 
the Isabela-PDRRM’s committed 
leadership in promoting the 
DRRM at the local level and in 
sectors of education, health, and 
agriculture.

Gov. Dy, who always takes 
firsthand supervision of the 
PDRRMO’s command center 
during disaster times, said it is 
an honor for the province to 
be recognized as outstanding 
in disaster risk reduction and 
management nationwide.

“We will continue to give our 
best services to all Isabelinos,” the 
governor said. 

“We will exert more efforts to 
prevent the loss of lives and 
properties during disasters,” he 
added.

The provincial 
g o v e r n m e n t 
here through the 
E n v i r o n m e n t 
and Natural 
Resources Office 

(ENRO) will be conducting a 
livelihood training on recyclable 
waste materials to lessen the bulk 
of waste and transform them into 
income-generating products.

Forester Delia Agunoy, 
the provincial solid waste  
management program 
coordinator, said the hands-on 
training is offered for livelihood 
organizations in the province  
at the provincial capitol’s 
Children’s Park in April.

“This is part of our continuing 
program to encourage 
organizations in our province to 
venture into recycling business,” 
she said.

Agunoy said the training staff 
will be demonstrating various 
techniques and processes involved 
in the production of decorative 

isabela bags best 
pdrrmc award

The Isabela-DRRMC has 
implemented some innovative 
projects in the areas of 
environmental management, 
disaster risk reduction and climate 
change adaptation.

The governor said these projects 
were already integrated into 
local development through his 
administration’s BRO program, 
benefitting mostly farmers and 
workers in the agriculture sector.  
| ALM / MGE, PIA RO2

materials, household items  
such as  backyard pots, handbags, 
floor mats and rugs, among 
others.

She said the activity also  
seeks to promote the campaign 
slogan of the provincial 
government  in support of 
the Ecological Solid Waste 
Management Program (ESWMP) 
called “Turning Trash into 
Cash”.

The livelihood training on 
recyclable materials is part of the 
province’s celebration of  Earth 
Day. | ALM / BME, PIA RO2
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Nine barangays 
c o v e r i n g 
the Ganano 
W a t e r s h e d 
areas in the 
municipality of 

Diffun will soon benefit from the 
10-year Forestland Management 
Project (FMP) of the Department 
of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), which aims 
to strengthen the forestland 
management in these areas.

The Provincial 
Disaster Risk 
Reduction and 
M a n a g e m e n t 
O f f i c e 
( P D R R M O ) 

has established eight  evacuation 
centers in the assessed disaster 
vulnerable towns, a requirement 
of the Philippine Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management Law 
or Republic Act No. 10121 to all 
local government units.

Bonifacio Cuarteros, DRRM 
officer, said the evacuation 
center sites are located in the 
municipalities that are prone to 
typhoon, flood, tsunami, and 
storm surge.

Two evacuation centers have 
already been completed in each 
of the municipalities of Baggao 
and Ballesteros, and one  each in 
Aparri, Piat, Sanchez Mira, and 
Claveria.

“We have other projects that are 
on-going in other municipalities,” 
Cuarteros said.

He added that the requirements of 
the DRRM law  were considered 
in the construction of  these 
buildings as to the required 
facilities and amenities inside.

“We also studied carefully the site 
of the building as we must ensure 
that the building is in a safe place,” 
Cuarteros said.

He said that some of the 
evacuation centers in Cagayan are 
designed to cater to evacuees not 
only from the town but also those 
from nearby towns that do not 
have evacuation centers yet.

Aside from these, Cuarteros said  
the emergency operation center of 
the PDRRMO is fully furnished 
to serve as the command center 
during  emergencies.
 
The office was able to acquire six 
aluminum boats as additional 
search-and-rescue operations 
equipment.  | ALM / OTB, PIA RO2

 
He said the last scheme is the 
government-managed production 
where the government will lease 
privately-owned lands for garlic 
production with a 30/70 percent 
sharing scheme.
 
"The 70 percent share of the 
government will be used as 
planting material for the next 
cropping season," Hostallero 
said.
 
He added that the province 
recorded a harvest of 18,269  
kilos in 2015 during the March – 
April harvest season. | ALM / NGA, 

PIA RO2 

Forester Jose Saguilot, focal 
person of the FMP, identified the 
nine barangays covered by the 
project as Dumanisi, Pimentel, 
Don Mariano Perez, Macate, 
Rafael Palma, Baguio Village, 
Ifugao Village, Magsaysay, and 
Campamento. 

These barangays belong to the 
province’s protected landscape.

The FMP  is being funded 
by the  Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and 
the provincial local government 
unit. It  aims  to strengthen 
forestland management in 
Ganano watershed through  
the implementation of 
collaborative and comprehensive 
Community-Based Forest 
Management strategies.

The project components include 
survey, mapping and planning, 
community organizing, 
comprehensive site development 
through reforestation or tree 
plantation, policy initiative 
for watershed management,  
agro-forestry development, 
monitoring and evaluation, and 
project management.

Saguilot said they had already 
conducted the survey, mapping 
and planning, training of 10 
Peoples Organizations, and 
awarded site development 
contracts for reforestation and 
agroforestry. 

Some three nursery facilities have 
been constructed and a total of 
589,683 seedlings were already 
produced for distribution.

“Regular monitoring, assessment 
and workshops are being done 
to ensure the  sustainability of 
the project,” Forester Saguilot 
assured. | ALM / TCB, PIA RO2



Highlights
100,981,437

Philippine population 
as of August 1, 2015

Almost 100,000 were added to the 
population after the 100 Millionth Filipino 
was born on July 27, 2014.

In the last 5 years since the last census, 
8.64 million Filipinos were added to the 
2010 population level or around 1.72 
increase per year - higher than the 1.5 
million annual increase during the censal 
period of 2000 to 2010.

3,451,410
Region 2 population 
as of August 1, 2015

Region 2 population increased 
by 222,247 from its 2010 

population level of 3,229,163.

On the average, around 45,000 
are added to the population 

annually or around 122 persons 
are born in Region 2 daily.

Annual Population Growth 
Rate for the last 5 years:

Philippines - 1.72%
Region 2 - 1.28%

Of the 26 provinces in the country with more 
than 1 million population, Isabela ranked 15th and 
Cagayan ranked 22nd with their populations of 

1,593,566 and 1,199,320, respectively. 

Batanes has the smallest 
population in the country with 

only 17,246 people. 

Of the four cities in Region 2, Tuguegarao was the most 
populous in 2015 with 153,502. The City of Ilagan followed 
with a population of 145,568, Santiago City with 134,830, and 
Cauayan City with 129,523.

Among the 93 municipalities in Region 2, Baggao in the 
Province of Cagayan had the highest population at 82,782 
while Uyugan in the Province of Batanes registered the least 
number of people at 1,297.

The POPCEN 2015 was undertaken by the Philippine Statistics Authority in August 2015, 
pursuant to Republic Act No. 10625, also known as the Philippine Statistical Act of 2013, 
and Executive Order No. 352 or the Designation of Statistical Activities That Will Generate 
Critical Data for Decision-Making of the Government and the Private Sector which stipulate 
the need to conduct a mid-decade census primarily to update the population count in 
all barangays nationwide. Information on the count of the population were collected 
with 12:01 a.m. of August 1, 2015 as the census reference time and date. |PHILIPPINE 
STATISTICS AUTHORITY


